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EXTERIOR DECORATION 
 

 
 

Fellet Landscaping and Sprinkler Company, Inc. is one of the oldest Landscape and 
Irrigation companies in Colorado.  We started operation in 1965.  Our main goal has 
always been “SERVICE”.  We strive to “go the extra mile” for all our customers, no 
matter how large or small the project. 
 
We have extensive training and background in every facet of your landscape and 
irrigation needs.  We maintain a close rapport with all the leading organizations in the 
industry and constantly update our files. 
 
We are very interested in working with you on any of your current or future landscape 
and irrigation needs.  We specialize in the following: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Landscape Design & Construction 
Irrigation Design & Construction 

Waterscape & Water Works 
Sodding & Special Seeding 

Interior Landscaping 
Decking & Patios 
Formal Gardens 
Retention Walls 
Accent Lighting 

Xeriscape 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks for letting us serve you!

 



PROJECT PLANNING 
 
Following are some things to keep in mind when planning your landscape.  The 
landscaping of your new project should be a source of pleasure, pride and utility.  It 
should set off your residence or business to its best advantage and create a useful area 
of beauty for its occupants.  Unfortunately, many a house looks like a box that has been 
dropped off on a lot, or a house in a brush pile. 
 
When you decide to landscape your property, you should start with a comprehensive 
plan in the beginning and this will help you achieve your maximum effect with a 
minimum amount of time and expense. 
 
What follows are a few hints to help you avoid many of the common landscape mistakes 
and create a beautiful environment.   
 
If you are considering major landscape changes or additions, start with a good plan, 
which will blend and soften the house and lawn.  It will help you avoid costly mistakes 
and a final product that looks like a cluttered hodge-podge.  Your plantings should 
compliment your home or office by drawing attention to its good features and hiding its 
bad ones.  Consider these points when planning your project: 
 

 

 D
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

etermine how many “rooms” you need: 
 A beautiful entrance area 
 A hidden service area for trash 
 A living and entertaining area, screened for 

privacy 
 A working garden for vegetables or cut 

flowers 
 A play area for children 

 
Good hedges make good neighbors: 
 Soft, informal evergreen screens frame in 

your land, benefiting you and your neighbors 
 
Plants & Trees: 
 Unless you are a garden buff, choose plants 

with low maintenance. 
 Azaleas only bloom for two weeks – what 

about the other fifty? 
 Plan for year round interest and color, 

summer and fall flowering plants, colorful 
fruits for fall and winter. 

 Choose trees carefully, they come in all 
shapes and sizes, they can also affect cooling 
and heating costs! 

 Large deciduous shade trees on the south 
side of the house provide shade and gentle 
breezes in the summer and allow warm 
sunlight through the winter. 



 Evergreen trees to the north and northwest provide screening from prevailing 
winter winds. 

 Avoid blocking attractive views or natural light 
 Avoid covering windows – it makes your house dark and vulnerable to burglary, 

use dense, thorny plants under windows, which will help with security. 
 Consider the mature plant size to avoid over planting 
 Locate trees and shrubs at least ½ their mature width from the house to allow 

access to paint, clean windows, and reach faucets. 
 

Do the job right and you’ll only have to 
do it once.  Good planning, quality 
materials and good craftsmanship will 
reward you with many years of carefree 
enjoyment of your new landscape. 

 



LAWN CARE 
 
Now is the time to start, March is still a little early for much of the garden work that 
needs to be done but you can get started on some of these projects.  One very 
important one is lawn care and clean up: 
 
Use a leaf rake to remove winter debris, trash, and leaves.  These rakes come in a 
variety of sizes and are made of different materials 
 
Aeration of your lawn also helps break through the layer of thatch that has built up, over 
the years, either thatch removal and/or aeration can help improve root and rhizome 
depth thus helping the lawn cope with the hotter and dryer months ahead.  Aeration can 
be done by hand or with power aerators.  I recommend that aeration be done at least 
once a season, twice is better in this climate. 
 
After raking and aeration, you can begin to work on bare spots by seeding, or sodding.  
Remember, in the early spring, it may require three or more weeks before you see any 
sign of new seedlings.  Be sure you use the proper seed for the proper application.  
Fine fescues, such as creeping red, is best for shady areas.  Perennial rye grass will do 
well in semi-shade, as well as in sunny areas.  Improved Kentucky Blue grass is the 
best for full sun areas.  Prepare the bare spots for reseeding by loosening the soil.  Mix 
in some good top soil or planters mix, add a small amount of starter fertilizer, seed, and 
then rake lightly with a leaf rake.  Keep the spots moist for at least three weeks while 
the grass sprouts.  You may find it necessary to cover larger areas with a grass cover 
fabric, straw, or burlap to help keep the ground moist until the grass sprouts. 
 
The first application of fertilizer can be made from mid-to-late March, or more simply, 
when the lawn begins to green.  Apply a good lawn fertilizer with approximately one 
pound of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet.  Apply fertilizer at least four times a year.  A 
fungicide application at this time can help prevent lawn diseases, which occur later in 
the summer. 
 
Also, a pre-emergent weed control can be applied from late March to early May, or in 
late fall.  This should be done before the germination of weeds such as crabgrass.  
Complete your lawn raking before applying a pre-emergent as raking after the 
application may disturb the chemical barrier created by the pre-emergent.  
 
 
It is ineffective to use a weed control, such as 
weed-and-feed, or weed spray, until the 
daytime air temperatures consistently reach 
70º.  You will have time to apply these later as 
needed.  The organic gardener will ant to use 
organic fertilizers and organic herbicides in 
place of chemical controls. 
 

 



DROUGHT INFORMATION 
 
There are four good reasons to continue to water and fertilize your lawn this year.  A 
little time and money may potentially save you a substantial amount of money, and work 
when the drought ends.  This is the year to be proactive not apathetic.   
 

1. The estimated cost to replace a lawn is about 40 times the cost to properly 
maintain a lawn using a lawn service during non-drought years. 

 
2. Drought-stressed lawns will be further stressed if you withhold the required 

nutrients for proper turf growth.  Use a high quality fertilizer with slow release 
nitrogen.  Organic fertilizers are recommended.  The fertilizer should contain all 
the essential nutrients and trace elements.  Avoid quick release high nitrogen 
fertilizers.  Wetting agents can also help lawns during drought years by 
increasing the absorption and retention of water in the soil. 

 
3. Maintaining a healthy lawn will reduce the amount of weeds and the amount of 

herbicides that will be needed to control weeds. 
 
4. Turf grasses will recover from the drought faster and in better shape if you take 

proper care of them.  Most lawns are Kentucky Bluegrass, which is a cool season 
grass.  If these lawns are properly cared for they should be green and healthy 
during the Spring with once-weekly watering and be able to survive the Summer 
by going into dormancy.  If watering is allowed twice-weekly and the proper care 
is given, we can expect healthy, green lawns through early Summer. 

 
Where Does the Fresh Water Go?: 
Excerpt from The Toro Company newsletter A World of Water by Don Fisher 
75% of it remains in streams, lakes and aquifers.  Only 25% of fresh water is withdrawn 
for all our uses, broken down as follows: 
 Agriculture uses 79.6% 
 Industry and Power used 8.5% 
 Domestic water use is 4.3% 
 Livestock uses 3.2% 
 Landscape irrigation uses 2.9% 
 Golf irrigation uses 1.5% 

 
Efficient Watering: 
 Water lawn and planting beds according to their needs.  Check soil moisture 

before watering. 
 Water at night.  Water (6 p.m. – 10 a.m.) but not during the heat of the day or 

when the wind is blowing.  If you have an automatic sprinkler system, set your 
sprinklers to hit the landscape only, not sidewalks, driveways, windows, etc. 

 Has it rained?  Skip watering on days following ½” or more of rain. 
 Use efficient sprinklers and design and renovate sprinkler systems, including 

drip, for each area of the yard.  Check sprinkler heads frequently to make sure 
that they are functioning properly.  Hire experts such as landscape and irrigation 

 



 

contractors for determining how to save water, locate leaks, and renovate or do 
new installation for efficiency. 

 Watering with a hose.  Use household timers to remind you to move or stop 
soaker hoses and sprinklers, and check your sprinklers to see how much water 
they put out. 

 
Grass Tips: 
 Aeration is an important part of healthy lawn maintenance, because it relieves 

soil compaction and allows better water, air and fertilizer penetration.  The result 
is less water run-off and better plant health.  Aerate in the spring and fall under 
moderate moisture conditions for best results. 

 Mow efficiently.  Set your mower at the highest levels possible and make sure 
the blade is sharp so it will cut blades of grass properly.  Leave you lawn 
clippings on the turf or use a mulching mower to recycle nutrients back into the 
yard. 

 Fertilize.  Lush, fast-growing grass uses more water.  Consider applying iron 
fertilizers moderately.  Reduce nitrogen application rates.  Fertilize in summer 
with a slow-release fertilizer and in fall at the rate suggested on the product label. 

 Grass options:  Consider alternatives such as Prairie Buffalograss, Canadian 
Blue Fescue, or Turf-type Tall Fescu.  Consult local landscape designers and 
consultants for best choices for individual situations. 

 
Flower Tips: 
 Flower gardens may need less water than grass areas.  Adjust your watering 

method to these areas. 
 Know their tolerance.  Select and plant flowers by their specific water and 

sunlight needs.  Many low water-using flowers are available. 
 Improve the soil.  Prepare your flower beds with soil amendments like peat moss, 

compost or other organic material for minimum water efficiency and growth.  
Prepare soil before planting by loosening soil to 12”.  If it is a heavy clay or sandy 
soil, add 2-3” of compost on the soil surface and then till in to a 12” depth. 

 Check and water newly planted flowers daily for a short time during the first two 
weeks after planting to help them get established, and then gradually reduce 
water.  Make sure you do not over water. 

 Apply 1-2” of organic mulch between flowers to reduce evaporation and control 
water-using weeds. 

 Fertilizing perennials is generally not needed if proper soil preparation is done 
prior to planting.  Fertilizer causes lush growth that requires more water. 

 Apply irrigation in the evening or early morning to minimize evaporation.  
Overhead spray irrigation is the least water wise method as much water is lost to 
evaporation and wind drift.  Soak4er hoses or drip irrigation are more efficient 
because they deliver water to the ground level near roots.  Hand watering is 
another alternative that maximizes delivery of water to the soil and roots. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Tree & Shrub Tips: 
 Trees obtain water best when the water 

soaks deep into the soil, near the feeder roots. 
 Tree root systems can spread two to three times wider than the height of the 

tree.  Most of the tree’s absorbing roots are in the top 12” of the soil.  Water 
should be applied within the dripline (the critical root zone in the box above.) 

 Water deeply and slowly.  Apply water so it moistens the soil in the critical root 
zone to a depth of 12”.  Methods for watering include a deep root fork or needle, 
soaker hose or soft spray wand.  Apply water to many locations under dripline.  If 
a deep root fork or needle is used, insert the device no deeper than 8” into the 
soil. 

 To assure survival of the tree, apply 10 gallons of water for each inche of the 
tree’s diameter.  For example, a 2” diameter tree will need 20 gallons per 
watering. 

 During fall and winter (October – March) water one to two times per month if the 
temperature is over 40º and there is no snow cover.  In spring and summer (April 
– September) water three times per month, depending on weather and watering 
restrictions. 

 Mulch helps retain soil moisture.  Apply organic mulch within the dripline, to a 
depth of 4”.  Leave a 6” space between the mulch and trunk of trees.  Mulch 
materials may include wood chips, bark, leaves, and evergreen needles. 

  Apply a 3-4” layer of mulch at least 2’ wide around the trunk of newly planted 
trees.  Check moisture in the root ball and water to maintain adequate moisture.  
Have your landscape contractor monitor your trees for any diseases. 

 Planting trees and shrubs during times of drought and water restrictions should 
continue.  An understanding of the risks associated and consideration of proper 
maintenance activities to establish trees during these periods is crucial. 

 Planting smaller trees (2” or less caliper for deciduous trees and 6’ or less height 
for evergreen trees) reduces the investment and risk of planting during drought 
periods, can establish a tree more quickly than planting a larger tree and will 
require less maintenance over time. 

 Select from species that are hardy to the region and fit well within the Xeriscape 
principles of maintaining an attractive landscape with minimal water use. 

 
Rose Tips: 
 Rose bushes correctly planted in properly prepared soil with adequate organic 

material incorporated and with good drainage will grow in good health and be 
better able to withstand stress conditions. 

 Mulching will aid in maintaining good soil moisture content. 
 Certain types of roses do well with less water requirements than the popular 

Hybrid Teas, Grandifloras and Floibundas. 
o Once blooming rose types (using early spring moisture) which will bloom 

and maintain good condition are:  Species, Albas, Damasks, Eglanterias, 
Foetidas, and Gallicas. 

o Repeat blooming rose types are Hybrid Musks, Rugosas, and certain Shrub 
roses. 

 



 Check the soil moisture 4-6” deep before watering and remember that deeper 
less frequent water is more beneficial than frequent light sprinklings. 

 
New Yard? 
 New plants and yards will require more water at first.  Remember to adjust initial 

watering cycles down to maintenance levels after the landscape is established.  If 
you hire a landscape contractor to install your landscape, have them include a 
few return trips in the following month to adjust the sprinklers and cut back on 
water after established. 

 Design Tips for Water-Wise Landscaping: 
o Keep grass areas in proportion to tree, shrub, and flower areas. 
o Use alternative plant materials to water-loving plants. 
o Design and install water efficient sprinkler systems. 
o Design and install water-wise plants for our climate and soil’; use proper soil 

amendments when planting 
o Create alternatives to grass on any sloping area of yard. 

 Installation Tips for Water-Wise Landscaping: 
o Soil preparation:  take a soil test or consult with local experts to determine 

soil preparation for each area of your yard and for that area’s uses.  Amend 
to depths recommended with additional topsoil, peat moss, or compost. 
Install efficient sprinklers and well designed systems for appropriate uses for 
each are of the yard. 

o Correct drainage for diversion and movement out of yard as intended in the 
builder’s plans. 

o Install plants appropriate to each area of the yard for its intended purpose. 
 
 
 
E

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

asy Ways to Save Water Out Doors: 
 Wash your car at a commercial car 

wash that recycles water. 
 Don’t use water to clean walks and 

driveways. 
 Mulch when you mow and leave the 

clippings on the lawn. 
 Mulch shrub beds and tree wells with a 

wood-based mulch. 
 Plant drought resistant plants. 

Incorporate xeric landscape principles 
into your yard.  Be water-smart. 

 Consider drip irrigation systems around 
trees and shrubs. 

 Keep landscapes free of weeds as 
weeds are water thieves and will rob 
your plants of water and nutrients. 

 
 

Portions reprinted with permission from the Keeping Your Yard Healthy!  Water Wise tips for Colorado 
landscapes Colorado State University Cooperative Extension.



XERISCAPE 
 
X-Rated Plants do Fine with little moisture.  X-Rated plants are plants that will survive 
with 1” of moisture per week.  XX-Rated means plants that will survive with ½” of 
moisture per week. And XXX-Rated plants will survive with ½” of moisture every two 
weeks.  Following is a list of some plants that fit into these categories.  
 
XXX-Rated Annuals

 

  XXX-Rated Ornamental Grasses 
Moss Rose (Rortulaca grandiflora) Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) 
Star or Crystal (ZinniaZinnia augustifolia) Switch Grass (Panicum virgatum) 
California Poppy (Eschscholzia californica) Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)  
Bachelor Button (Centaurea cyanus) Feather Grass/Needle Grass (Stipa spp.)  
 
XX-Rated Perennials  Vines 
Basket of Gold (Aurinia saxatilis) Silver Lace Vine (Fallopia aubertii) 
Daylilly (Hemerocalllis spp.) Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinque folia) 
   
XXX-Rated Perennials  XX-Rated Trees 
Poppy Mallow (Callirhoe involucrate) Tartarian Maple (Acer tataricum)  
Jupiter’s Beard (Centranthus rubber) Hawthorns (Crataegus spp.) 
Blanket Flower(Gaillardia aristata/grandiflora)  
Blue Flax (Linum perenne) XXX-Rated Trees 
Beardtongue/Penstemon (Penstemon spp.) Pine (Pinus spp.) 
Russian Sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia) Oak (Quercus spp.) 
California Fuchsia (Zauschneria garrettii)  
   
XX-Rated Perennials 
Amur Maple (Acer ginalla)  
Potentilla (Potentilla spp.)   
Euonymus (Euonymus spp.)  
Juniper (Juniperus spp.)  
Lilacs (Syringa spp.)  
Shrub Roses (Rosa spp.)  
 
XXX-Rated Shrubs 
Blue Mist Spirea (Caryopteris x clandonensis) 
Rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus spp.) 
New Mexican Privet (Forestiera neomexicana) 
Buffaloberry (Shepherdia argentea) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Reprinted with permission from the Garden Centers of Colorado 
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